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Kia ora greetings FANNZ

Below is a catch-up on some FASD related activity and research from here and around the world.  Please share this news with your networks and encourage people to sign up to receive these updates (simply by emailing me their details). 

Don’t forget that back issues of these FANNZ updates are always posted on the Alcohol Healthwatch and FANNZ website www.fan.org.nz and while you are there don’t forget to check out the new Online Guide to Making Responsible Decisions about Drinking During Pregnancy  if you haven’t already done so.  

Alcohol Healthwatch has released a special edition newsletter News & Views Special Edition covering alcohol and pregnancy matters, including a commentary on progress toward alcohol warning labelling and a summary of the 2011 FASD Awareness Day. 

Happy reading!  
Christine Rogan

Alcohol Healthwatch

FANNZ Coordinator

christine@ahw.org.nz

fannz@ahw.org.nz

www.fan.org.nz

www.ahw.org.nz

**************//////*****************

NEW ZEALAND

Update on the Alcohol Reform Bill 

The Alcohol Reform Bill passed its second reading in Parliament on Tuesday 13 September. Various MPs have indicated they will attempt to strengthen the Bill at the "Committee Stage". This next phase is unlikely to occur until after the election and most likely not until 2012.  However, election time is approaching and this provides us with an opportunity to encourage politicians to listen to their communities and take a stronger stand on alcohol law reform. 

********************************** 

MP’s Comment on FASD During the Bill’s Second Reading in Parliament

Labour MP Carol Beaumont

“There were some very, very sad personal stories as well. Probably the most powerful submission came from the group of parents of adult children with foetal alcohol syndrome. They had adopted children at a point when that syndrome was not well understood, and they had to spend many years trying to figure out what it was about their children that just did not make sense, and why those children could not develop attachments, could not behave responsibly, and had real trouble taking responsibility for their actions. That was a very powerful submission. So I thank the submitters for their time, and say that it is very sad that we have not lived up to their expectations. The Government will not be providing the comprehensive response that they sought. I think that is a real tragedy, given that this is a once-in-a-generation opportunity, as people have said.”
**********************************

GP Briefs PM on Alcohol Harm

Prime Minister John Key was presented with a unique bottle of wine Dr Tony Farrell from the Bay of Plenty GP Alcohol Action during his visit to Tauranga.  The bottle bears a label listing the health and social impact of alcohol.  www.sunlive.co.nz  Sept 23 2011  click for article 

**********************************

Disability as an Election Issue

Several organisations, including the Parent & Family Resource Centre, have collaboratively organised an election meeting for the disability community to find out about the political parties’ disability policies and hear from each part's spokesperson answer questions.  

When:  Monday 31 October 2011, 1.30pm to 4pm

Where:  Western Springs Garden Hall, 956 Great North Road

RSVP by Thursday 20 October 2011 essential. Contact Lisa at Parent & Family Resource Centre to register, telephone 09 636 0351 or email pfrcadmin@pfrc.org.nz .  

***********************************

Waikato 2012 Conference

Information on the International Complex Learning Difficulties and Disabilities conference, including keynote presenters and registration details are now available at www.positivepath.co.nz   Registrations can be made on line via the website.  If you require a hard copy or pdf version of the conference details please contact us at Registrations@positivepath.co.nz    All inquiries can also be made to this e mail.  

Jane Thistlethwaite

Director Positive Path International 

E: jane@positivepath.co.nz 

M: + 64 21 479742   

  

*****************//******************

AUSTRALIA

AER Foundation Unveils Alcohol Health Warning Labels 

The Alcohol Education Research Foundation in Australia together with leading health experts are urging the Federal Government to make the new alcohol health warning labels mandatory to help reduce the harms caused by 

http://www.aerf.com.au/showcase/main.aspx 

***********************************

An Exploratory Study of Drinkers’ Views of Health Information and Warning Labels on Alcohol Containers  

(Thomson LM, Vandenberg B, Fitzgerald JL) 

There are high levels of public support for health information and warning labels on alcohol beverages. This study contributes much needed empirical guidance for developing alcohol beverage labelling strategies in an Australian context http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1465-3362.2011.00343.x/abstract
************************************

NOFASARD Australia Gains Disability Advocacy Support 

In close collaboration with the National Organsiation for FAS and Related Disorders (NOFASARD), the National Council for Intellectual Disability’s (NCID) Board has identified Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder as an issue of significant concern for their organisation. In light of the evidence, and the concern that people with FASD are the single largest most undiagnosed, unrecognised cause of disability in the community which attracts no funding and no support or assistance, NCID is strongly supportive of NOFASARD’s statement that the abysmal failure of Australian Governments to address FASD is a clear breach of human rights particularly the UN Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities which states: 

Parties shall: provide those health services needed by persons with disabilities specifically because of their disabilities, including early identification and intervention as appropriate, and services designed to minimise and prevent further disabilities, including among children. 
(UNCRPD Article 25 (b))

************************************* 

The latest NOFASARD Newsletter

Available online  http://www.nofasard.org.au/media/newsletters/september%202011.pdf
 

******************//********************

IRELAND

Born with a craving for alcohol 

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/health/2011/0830/1224303178492.html

******************//**********************

CANADA

Fifth National Biennial Conference on Adolescents and Adults with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder: It's a Matter of Justice - April 18 – 21, 2012  

This conference will provide a forum to share research, experience and practice in order to discuss how we can effectively sustain and enhance the lives of adolescents and adults with FASD, their families, service providers, and communities. Are we adequately addressing and supporting the needs and rights of adolescents and adults with FASD within our society? Do individuals with FASD have timely and appropriate access to health care, housing, social services, legal and civil justice and employment? How can we build on the strengths of existing systems to identify and address barriers and move forward to provide effective ethical support? How do we provide focused and targeted approaches across services, and systems to create an integrated and collaborative approach 

http://www.interprofessional.ubc.ca/AdultsWithFASD/default.asp 

**************************************
Asante Centre Minga Marketplace  

The FASD Resources Store has now opened its own website! The new website address is http://mingamarketplace.com 

Minga Marketplace provides FASD resources such as educational materials, DVD’s, Posters, Pamphlets for professionals, support staff and caregivers; and related gifts both online and at conferences. There has been increasing awareness and growth in the FASD community, including rising interest in accessing materials for use in all sectors. New books have been added to the website and more will be coming soon.

*****************//******************

RESEARCH

Language Delays in Children with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome
http://www.brighthub.com/education/special/articles/123558.aspx 
Written by: Elizabeth Stannard Gromisch • Edited by: Sarah Malburg 
Published Aug 22, 2011 

Children with fetal alcohol syndrome can have several impairments that result from damage to the brain from in utero alcohol exposure. One such issue is delays in language development. The language issues seen in fetal alcohol syndrome can impact the child’s academic performance.

***********************************

Dose–response Relationship Between Alcohol Consumption Before and During Pregnancy and the Risks of Low Birthweight, Preterm Birth and Small for Gestational Age (SGA)  

Bakker R et al (2011)  A systematic review and meta-analyses. British Journal O&G 

Analysis of data from 36 studies showed that compared with abstainers, the overall dose–response relationships for low birthweight and SGA showed no effect up to 10 g pure alcohol/day (an average of about 1 drink/day) and preterm birth showed no effect up to 18 g pure alcohol/day (an average of 1.5 drinks/day); thereafter, the relationship showed a monotonically increasing risk for increasing maternal alcohol consumption. Moderate consumption during pre-pregnancy was associated with reduced risks for all outcomes.
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1471-0528.2011.03050.x/abstract?systemMessage=Wiley+Online+Library+will+be+disrupted+3+Sep+from+10-12+BST+for+monthly+maintenance  

***********************************

Preconception Markers of Dual Risk for Alcohol and Smoking Exposed Pregnancy: Tools for Primary Prevention 

Several measurable factors differentiate Smoking Exposed Pregnancy/Alcohol Exposed Pregnancy women, and these factors could be used to efficiently target primary prevention. The increased severity of women at dual risk of SEP/AEP on a variety of factors demonstrates the importance of preconception prevention efforts for these women. 

Ingersol et al (2011). Journal of Women's Health. Online Ahead of Print: http://www.liebertonline.com/doi/abs/10.1089/jwh.2010.2633 
***********************************

Focus On: Epigenetics and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

Michael S. Kobor, Ph.D., and Joanne Weinberg, Ph.D 

Epigenetic processes may occur as a result of maternal alcohol consumption during the period between fertilization of the egg and implantation in the uterus. The period most sensitive to alcohol’s adverse effects appears to be gastrulation, which corresponds to prenatal weeks 3 to 8 in the human and prenatal days 7 to 14 in the mouse, when cells are differentiating to form organs. One way in which alcohol exposure may induce epigenetic changes, particularly abnormal DNA methylation, is by affecting a set of biochemical reactions called the methionine–homocysteine cycle. 

http://pubs.niaaa.nih.gov/publications/arh341/29-37.htm 

***********************************

Alcohol damages DNA of unborn children beyond repair 

Scientists have identified the precise molecular mechanism leading to the breakdown of the body's natural defenses that protect DNA against harm from excessive alcohol. Binge drinking can cause permanent genetic damage especially to the unborn children of women in the earliest stage of pregnancy, according to a study which shows for the first time how alcohol destroys DNA.  http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/alcohol-damages-dna-of-unborn-children-beyond-repair-says-study-2308102.html 

********************************* 

Fancd2 Counteracts the Toxic Effects of Naturally Produced Aldehydes in Mice 

Acetaldehyde-mediated DNA damage may critically contribute to the genesis of fetal alcohol syndrome in fetuses, as well as to abnormal development, haematopoietic failure and cancer predisposition in Fanconi anaemia patients. http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v475/n7354/full/nature10192.html 

************************************* 

Prevalence of Children with Severe Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders in Communities Near Rome, Italy: New Estimated Rates Are Higher than Previous Estimates 

Dr. Phil May of the Center on Alcoholism, Substance Abuse, and Addictions (CASAA) and his team of researchers have found FASD in as many as 6% of the children screened in Rome, Italy. 

Article, International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, June 22, 2011.  

********************************** 

Special Issue on FASD and Justice

The Journal of Psychiatry & Law (Vol. 38, No. 4) is a special issue dedicated to FASDs 

http://www.federallegalpublications.com/journal-of-psychiatry-law/201106/jpl-2010-38-4-journal-of-psychiatry-law  
                                                                                                                                                  

*****************///////************************

