From: Christine Rogan 
Sent: 22 December 2011 1:20 p.m.
To: fannz
Subject: Fetal Alcohol Update Dec 2011

Safe and Happy Holidays Everyone!
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Kia ora tatou

This is the last FANNZ Update for 2011.  On behalf of the Alcohol Healthwatch team and the Fetal Alcohol Network NZ, I would like to wish you all peace and joy at this time and a Happy New Year.  2012 will be a year of building on the gains we have made to address FASD prevention and intervention issues – because they continue to matter! 

Best wishes

Christine Rogan

Alcohol Healthwatch

Whakatupato Waipiro

PO Box 99407

Newmarket

Auckland 1149, New Zealand

64 9 520 7037

christine@ahw.org.nz

fannz@ahw.org.nz

www.fan.org.nz

www.ahw.org.nz
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New Zealand

2 years of voluntary labelling for alcohol & pregnancy 

Decisions on health warnings about the risk of drinking whilst pregnant have been made by the Food Regulation Forum (Aust & NZ Govt Ministers) in response to the Independent Review of Food Labelling Law and Policy. An alcohol and pregnancy warning on alcohol products will proceed. However according  to the report discussed in the Minister for Food Safety Press Release , the industry will be given two years to voluntarily introduce appropriate labelling. This raises questions as to just what will be regulated.  Some manufacturers are now placing an indistinct 6mm prevention image on the back label of bottles which people find difficult to see. Alcohol Healthwatch has released a statement to the media on the topic.  In the new Government Executive, Hon Kate Wilkinson remains the Minister for Food Safety for New Zealand (see portfolio list below).  

************************************* 

High public support for tougher alcohol legislation not shared

A survey requested by the Ministry of Health to ascertain the level of public support for alcohol regulation failed to reach the Select Committee overseeing the Alcohol Reform Bill for whom it was intended.  The survey of 1740 found 82% support for increased restrictions on alcohol advertising and sponsorship (50% supporting a total ban) and 78% for the legal purchase age to return to 20 years.  Nearly 66% of people supported reduced opening hours of licensed premises, and nearly 60% supported increasing the price of alcohol.  In addition the survey found nearly 65% of people believe there are too many liquor outlets. Multiple commentators, including Alcohol Healthwatch, expressed concern about this important public information not being made public and the continued implication that there is no public mood for change. 

*************************************** 

List of new Govt Ministers with portfolios relevant to FASD 

Hon Tony Ryall,  Minister of Health

Hon Tariana Turia, Minister for Disability Issues, Associate Minister of Health, Associate Minister of Social Development 

Jo Goodhew, Associate Minister of Health, Minster of Women’s Affairs

Hon Peter Dunne, Associate Minister of Health (alcohol & other drug portfolio)

Hon Paula Bennett, Minister of Social Development, Minister of Youth Affairs

Chester Burrows, Minister of Courts, Associate Minister of Justice, Associate Minister of Social Development

Hon Judith Collins, Minister of Justice

Hon Ann Tolley, Minister of Police, Minister of Corrections

Hon Hekia Parata, Minister of Education

Hon Kate Wilkinson, Minister for Food Safety (also relates to alcohol product).

For details of Shadow Portfolio Spokespersons click NZ Labour Party,   Greens,  New Zealand First
***************************************

First Commissioner with formal responsibility for disability rights appointed 
Paul Gibson, chose 26 September, to take up his position as Commissioner with responsibilities for disability issues. On this day in 2008, New Zealand ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The Human Rights Commission warmly welcomed the announcement of the appointment of Paul Gibson as the first Commissioner with formal responsibility for disability issues. Read about Paul’s impressive record as a disability advocate and the new position on the Human Rights Commissioner website announcement.  

***************************************

Teen mum says avoid alcohol after premature party birth

A pregnant teen mother who gave birth to a baby 13 weeks early after drinking alcohol at her 18th birthday, wants to tell other mums not to drink during pregnancy because of her experience.  

http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10772407
**************************************

USA

New Online Documentary about FASD

Drug Wars ‘Last Call, the Sobering Truth about Drinking During Pregnancy’ has been released to the general public via http://www.drugwars.com. Veteran film maker, Tom Monson brings some of the most recognized experts in the field of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) to describe the effects of alcohol on the unborn.  A free preview is available at http://youtu.be/qDdZMVBdcfQ The entire film can be downloaded for personal use for $1.99. For more information about public performance and broadcast rights, contact Monson at (541) 210-6698.

***********************************

New FASD Research Grant for Wayne State University Team

DETROIT — FASDs have long-term, significant effects on neurocognitive and behavioral development, including problems with attention, learning, memory and social skills. They can also cause heart defects, facial dysmorphic features, poor growth, and decreased muscle tone and coordination. A team of researchers led by Sandra W. Jacobson, Ph.D., and Joseph L. Jacobson, Ph.D., professors of psychiatry and behavioral neurosciences in Wayne State University's School of Medicine recently received a $413,440 grant from the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism of the National Institutes of Health to conduct a new study designed to improve the diagnosis of FASDs. Improved diagnosis can lead to the development of better-targeted treatments for specific deficits found in children with these disorders.  According to S. Jacobson, infants as young as 5 months of age can look at a display of stimuli that involve simple numbers and mentally manipulate them. However, alcohol-exposed infants do not show the same ability to process this numerical information when shown the same stimuli.  Wayne State University - Office of the Vice President for Research .
*********************************** 

New Medical Reference Book on FASD Prevention
http://ca.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-3527329978,descCd-authorInfo.html
Wiley
 Life Sciences / Neuroscience / Neurodevelopment / 
Prevention of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder FASD: Who is responsible?  
IHE Health Care and Disease Management Book Series

Prevention of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder FASD: Who is responsible?
Sterling Clarren (Editor), Amy Salmon (Editor), Egon Jonsson (Editor) 
ISBN: 978-3-527-32997-7
Hardcover
384 pages
May 2011
CDN $142.95

***********************//*************************
Canada

‘It’s a Matter of Justice’ FASD Conference
The Brochure setting out the programme for the 5th National Biennial Conference on Adolescents and Adults with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, to be held in Vancouver, April 2012, is now available to download .  

************************//****************************

Europe
2011 research update from Fetal Alcohol Forum UK
The latest NOFAS-UK  Fetal Alcohol Forum provide links to 171 separate pieces of research relating to FASD in the latter half of 2011 from 28 countries.   The United States produced the most FASD research with 73 studies. However, based on population, (US - 307,006,550 and Canada – 34,108,752 in 2011), the 31 studies produced by Canada, per capita, is 9 times as many as the US. Australia  published 10 related studies this year. No New Zealand research was identified. 

*********************************

Second European Conference on FASD – Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders: clinical and biochemical diagnosis, screening and follow-up.  

Barcelona, October 21 to 24, 012. The main goal of this European FASD Alliance conference is to bring together European researchers, public health workers, FAS-related NGOs and parents in order to share latest knowledge and promote collaborations.  The high quality of all speakers, the large momentum of the field in Spain, the international participation and the well-known attractions of Barcelona will certainly make the Second European Conference on FASD a success. http://www.secondeufasdconference.com/ Deadline for Early registration, 3 August 2012.  
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