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Greetings FANNZ

This update includes a selection of fetal alcohol related information. Please note in particular the NZ hui coming up and the cluster of developments happening across the Tasman.  

Also mark Friday 9th September 2011 in your diary. World FASD Awareness Day this year coincides with Rugby World Cup kicks off, which is a good time to remind our communities not to drink while pregnant when celebrating! Details will follow shortly about what is happening around NZ. Give some thought to what you and your community or organization might like to do to contribute to the awareness. We are here to help!   

********************************************

Northland Alcohol and Pregnancy Hui Next Week

Kaitaia 19th July - Te Hauora O Te Hiku O Te Ika - 49 Redan Road, Kaitaia 

Kaikohe 20th July - Te Hauora O Kaikohe - Level 1,   5 Marino Place, Kaikohe

Whangarei 21st July - Ngati Hine Health Trust - Whanau Whanui - 5 Walton Street, Whangarei 

Workshops facilitated by FANNZ Coordinator Christine Rogan.  The hui are free, include lunch and run from 9.30am -3.00pm.   Registration is essential.  To book: Email dave.hookway@northlanddhb.org.nz  or Phone 09 430 4101  Ext:7895
**********************************************

StartStrong Seminar, Hamilton Wednesday 3rd August 2011

You are invited to the StartStrong Seminar hosted by IHC StartStrong campaign and the Parent and Family Resource Centre in Hamilton from 9.30am -3.00pm on Wednesday 3rd August 2011 at the SkyCity Function Centre, 346 Victoria Street, Hamilton. Attendance is free.  IHC began the StartStrong campaign in 2010 to improve early supports and outcomes for children with disabilities and their families.
 

RSVP by Monday 25th July 2011 to danette.wilson@ihc.org.nz or call (04) 471 6569 and please advise of any dietary or special requirements at time of registering.

************************************************

International Complex Learning Difficulties and Disabilities conference 4 - 5 April 2012, Hamilton, New Zealand. 

We are all aware that the profiles of children and young people are changing  - so our strategies also need to change.   Over the 2 day conference delegates will:

 -  attend 6 Keynote Addresses and 6 self selected workshops on the most recent developments in:  Complex Learning Difficulties and Disabilities, ASD (Autistic Spectrum Disorder, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder / Effect, Specific Learning Disabilities, Sensory Disabilities, Rare Syndromes, Mental Health and many other disabilities of a neurological basis.    

Costs:
 $400 one day  OR  $700  - $350 per day for 2 days

To Register:

Send your name and contact details in the first instance to:  jane@positivepath.co.nz to be added to the Conference Database.

************************************************** 
Fifth National Biennial Conference on Adolescents and Adults with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder Social Justice – Moving Forward April 18–21, 2012 The Hyatt Regency Vancouver, British Columbia. 

This conference will provide a forum to share research, experience and practice in order to discuss how we can effectively sustain and enhance the lives of adolescents and adults with FASD, their families, service providers, and communities. How do we provide focused and targeted approaches across services, and systems to create an integrated and collaborative approach to supporting individuals with FASD?   These are the essential elements for social justice and we are just starting to explore and understand what will be required to put these into action.

For further information, a downloadable advance notice, or to submit an abstract, please visit our website or contact 604-827-3112 or via e-mail.

Abstracts are being accepted until September 14, 2011.

****************************************************** 

Warning labelling for Aussie drinkers 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2011/07/12/3267269.htm?section=justin
Drinkwise, the Australian Alcohol Industry Social Aspects Organisation has just announced a voluntary scheme for producers who can choose to opt in or out of adding the following consumer messages to their labels: 
· Kids and Alcohol Don’t Mix

· Is Your Drinking Harming Yourself or Others?

· It is Safest Not to Drink While Pregnant (or an alternative pictogram)  
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The industry has moved just prior to decisions pending from the Australian and New Zealand Government on label regulations including for alcohol. New Zealand liquor producer response is mixed with Lion Nathan saying yes (it was their idea apparently), and DB Breweries saying no (NZ Herald 13/07/11). Alcohol Healthwatch has put out a media release on the topic 

http://www.ahw.org.nz/resources/media/2011/Alcohol%20Warning%20Labels%2013%20July%202011.pdf 

************************************************************

Australian Senate given opportunity to address FASD 

 Senator CHRIS EVANS: To move: 

That the following bill be introduced: A Bill for an Act to amend the law relating to social security and family assistance, and for other purposes. Social Security and Other Legislation Amendment (Miscellaneous Measures) Bill 2011. 

Senator BOYCE: 
Senator ADAMS: 
Senator SIEWERT: To move: 

That the Senate— 

(a) notes that Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) is: 

(i) an overarching term used to describe a range of physical, mental, behavioural, learning and development disorders that can result from foetal exposure to alcohol, and 

(ii) reported to be the greatest cause of non-congenital, irreversible and permanent brain damage to new-borns in Australia; 

 (b) calls on the Australian Parliament to continue to facilitate and support the development of a FASD national diagnostic tool for the use of medical professionals and other health service providers; and 

(c) calls on the Australian Government to: 

(i) give FASD the status of a recognised disability in Australia, 

(ii) institute a national awareness campaign to raise community awareness of the risks to the unborn child when alcohol is consumed in pregnancy and highlight the potential cognitive and developmental consequences for affected individuals as these pertain to service providers, law enforcement and justice, the community sector and education, and 

(iii) give support to the development of models of care and helping strategies for families and individuals dealing with the impacts of FASD.

*******************************************

AUSTRALIA's first screening and diagnostic service for children with alcohol-related birth defects could be up and running by the end of the year. 
The service is being set up by The Children's Hospital at Westmead in Sydney amid concerns that thousands of Australian children are suffering from fetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASD).  Experts fear that while physical signs of FASD are obvious to doctors, many associated neuro-developmental disorders are missed.

Elizabeth Elliott, Professor of Paediatrics and Child Health at the Children's Hospital said it was hard to know exactly how many children were affected by FASD because of a lack of research and diagnostic clinics.  However she estimates that at least two per cent of all Australian babies are born with FASD each year.  "That's likely a significant underestimate because doctors aren't recognising it and aren't asking women about alcohol use in pregnancy," she said. "There's a lot of perceptions that making a diagnosis will stigmatise children and their families."

Prof Elliott said the clinic should be open later this year thanks to a $108,000 grant from the Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Foundation. About 30 such clinics operate in the United States and Canada. The Alcohol Education and Rehabilitation Foundation is funding the clinic along with six other projects targeting FASD as part of a $500,000 national campaign.

The foundation's chief executive Michael Thorn said FASD had been neglected for too long, with many sufferers having problems with learning, poor memory, coordination and communicating. "If we don't do something about this now it will be too late for a generation of children who will be born into a life of disability as a result of their mother's drinking," he said. 

Government guidelines for mums-to-be state that alcohol can harm the developing fetus or breastfeeding baby and recommend not drinking during pregnancy as the safest option.

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/breaking-news/clinic-to-target-baby-alcohol-disorders/story-fn3dxity-1226078614272
************************************************ 

Study examines fetal alcohol effects

16:34 AEST Wed Jun 22 2011

The Alcohol Education & Rehabilitation Foundation (AER Foundation) says fetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASD) are the most common, preventable cause of disabilities and brain damage in children, triggered by exposure to alcohol during pregnancy. People with FASD are often over-represented in the criminal justice system.

The foundation will fund an Australian first - a $60,000 research project aimed at raising the awareness of workers in criminal justice to this under-recognised disability.  Researchers will survey the knowledge, attitudes, practices and training deficits within Queensland criminal justice agencies when dealing with people suffering from FASD.

Led by the University of Queensland Centre for Clinical Research, those surveyed will include representatives from probation and parole services, correctional services, police, lawyers, judiciary, defence counsel and legal aid staff.

"It's unclear whether staff employed in criminal justice agencies are adequately equipped to deal with people with FASD," Mr Thorn said.

"In cases where FASD goes unidentified, defendants may be inappropriately dealt with by the justice process.

"Overall, the research outcomes will contribute to the development of appropriate rehabilitation, support and management strategies for FASD sufferers and their families."

A separate study based in Perth will look into how children and teenagers with FASD are treated by the criminal justice system. 

Mr Thorn said avoiding alcohol during pregnancy is the best way to ensure children aren't born into a life of disability.

******************************************

Christine Rogan

Alcohol Healthwatch

Whakatupato Waipiro

PO Box 99407

Newmarket

Auckland 1149, New Zealand

64 9 520 7037

christine@ahw.org.nz

fannz@ahw.org.nz

www.fan.org.nz

www.ahw.org.nz

