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Kia ora FANNZ

TV Interview with Valerie McGinn this Thursday 

Shine TV will play an interview with Neuropsychologist and FASD specialist Dr Valerie McGinn on Thursday 27 June at 8.30pm on the ‘Nzone Focus’ programme - sky channel 201 .  The interview will be repeating the following day at 5.30pm, on Saturday 9.30pm and Sunday 7pm.  The interview will also go up on their Youtube site which is www.youtube.com/nzonetonight and search for ‘Nzone Focus’.  Further interviews including families are expected to follow. 

2 new resources on FANNZ website

Two excellent papers have been uploaded to the Fetal Alcohol Network NZ website www.fan.org.nz/downloads written by two of our leading FASD experts, clinical psychologists Valerie McGinn from Auckland and Andi Crawford from Hawkes Bay.  These papers were requested by families wanting information that would help them convey to others, the difficult concepts of ‘Confabulation’, which people usually perceive as lying - and ‘Adaptive Functioning’, which can be significantly out of sync with IQ.  

NZ National Party Branch Conference unanimously pass FASD remit 

At last month’s National Party Central North Island Conference, the following remit was passed unanimously: 

"THAT the National-led Government urgently address the problem of Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (Foetal Alcohol Syndrome) (FASD) in New Zealand by 2014, including by way of an education campaign that focuses on the issue of FASD and informs prospective parents about the effects of alcohol and tobacco on the development of their unborn children."

The proponent of this Remit, Allan Chesswas, advised that it is rare to have a remit passed unanimously.  What’s more he advised that a similar remit was passed at the Waitakere electorate in the Northern Region.  His hope is that these factors will influence the board to table the remit at the national annual conference in August.

American Academy of Pediatrics lead Joint Call to Action on Alcohol and Pregnancy
The spate of misleading reports in the media suggesting there is no harm from moderate drinking during pregnancy has prompted top USA health agencies to respond, concerns how this has stirred up confusion and controversy.  

The Joint Call to Action On Alcohol and Pregnancy reiterates the Surgeon General’s advice to avoid alcohol during pregnancy and eliminate the risk of any harm from alcohol prior to birth.  The Call to Action document has been approved by the following USA organizations: 
American Academy of Pediatrics

American Academy of Family Physicians

American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists

Association of Women’s Health Obstetrics, and Neonatal Nurses

National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners

National Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome

Society for Physician Assistants in Pediatrics.

DrinkTank Blog Contributions (from yours truly) 

DrinkTank is an Australian Blog-site administered by the Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE).  It invites commentary on alcohol-related matters from the public health perspective.  Never being one to hold back on FASD-related matters, the latest invited commentary is from Christine Rogan discussing the upcoming conference.  This can be found @ http://drinktank.org.au/2013/06/why-go-to-a-conference-about-babies-and-alcohol/ .  The struggle to get a government regulated pregnancy warning on alcohol products was discussed by her in an earlier blog http://drinktank.org.au/2013/05/what-part-of-alcohol-causes-brain-damage-dont-they-get/ .
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