From: Christine Rogan 
Sent: Thursday, 26 June 2014 5:04 p.m.
To: fannz
Subject: FASD Update June 26

Kia ora FANNZ 

A mixed bag of FASD related information for you below!

************************************** 

In the news

FASD being misdiagnosed

Auckland Paediatrician Dr Zoe McLaren speaking to the Royal Australasian College of Physician’s Congress believe children with FASD are commonly misdiagnosed. http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/health/10060553/3000-babies-affected-by-mothers-drinking
Minister Bennett’s budget announcement for vulnerable children

The Government’s commitment to protecting children from abuse and neglect has been further strengthened with $33.2 million in operating funding in 2014/15.

Read More
Australia’s FASD National Plan has begun

Senator Fiona Nash, Assistant Minister for Health has launched the Government’s ‘National Strategy to Target Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders.’  $9.2 million has been set aside for the National FASD Action Plan, which consists of:

· $3.1 million in grants to drug and alcohol services to support alcohol dependent women

· $4 million to New Directions: Mothers and Babies program
· $500,000 to the Diagnostic tool

· $100,000 to establish a FASD Technical Network to coordinate the National Plan 

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/0FD6C7C289CD31C9CA257BF0001F96BD/$File/FASD%20-%20Commonwealth%20Action%20Plan%20MAY%202014%20(D14-1125690).pdf 

Prenatal alcohol exposure tied to balance, coordination problems
Children who are diagnosed with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder are at higher risk of having impaired gross motor skills, according to a review of past studies.

http://in.reuters.com/article/2014/06/09/us-prenatal-alcohol-motor-skills-idINKBN0EK1MD20140609
Free pregnancy tests will be handed out at Alaska bars for study
A $400,000 project by the University of Alaska will track how women react to alcohol warnings when paired with free pregnancy tests to curb fetal alcohol syndrome. New York Daily News (USA) - http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/free-pregnancy-tests-handed-alaska-bars-article-1.1830067
Judge makes court instructions easier to understand for those with FASD
ABA Journal (USA) A Judge in Barrow, Alaska, is trying to make courtroom proceedings easier to understand for defendants who suffer brain damage caused by alcohol during pregnancy http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/judge_makes_court_instructions_easier_to_understand_for_those_with_fetal_al/
Judge Jeffrey talks about his approach to FASD https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-7NTuABYMOs .

Coming Up

Local Alcohol Policy for Auckland 

It’s time to have your say on Auckland’s Draft Local Alcohol Policy. Written submissions are due by 4pm Wednesday 16th July 2014.  You can find a range of resources and tools to help you on http://www.ahw.org.nz or contact Rebecca on 09 520 7035 if you have any questions or wish to discuss in more detail.  

TV3 Rethink programme on FASD 

TV3 ReThink scheduled for Monday 25 August will discuss issues relating to Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder, its hidden problem, it’s impact and consider what needs to be done to protect future generations from FASD.  On the panel is Rebecca Williams, Director Alcohol Healthwatch, Dr Ian Lambie, Assoc Professor Auckland University and Jacinda Adern, Labour Party MP. 

What are you doing on 9th September? – it’s FASDAY! 

September 9th is World FASD Awareness DAY (FASDAY) – a day to raise awareness of the millions around the world born adversely affected by alcohol, the leading preventable cause of developmental disability in the western world.  FASDAY is marked internationally by a ‘Moment of Reflection’ @ 9.09am as it travels through each time zone around the globe.    There are lots of ideas to consider such as:  Get together for a ‘BreakFASD’ with your community, colleagues or friends and mark it with the moment of reflection.    Write an editorial piece for your local paper; Share some information about FASD with someone new; Get some kids together for a poster competition; Do a display in your local school, hospital, library; Fundraise for FASD-CAN www.fasd-can.org.nz  Arrange a viewing of “Risking it All: True Stories” a 25 min DVD produced by Attitude Pictures Ltd. (contact me for resources).  Once again Northland DHB is planning a “Pregnant Pause” Flashmob @ 9.09am. For details contact dave.hookway@northlanddhb.org.nz  You can view some FASD ‘Pregnant Pause’ events on YouTube.  Below is what is planned to mark FASD Awareness Day in Auckland.  Think up your own ideas and share them with us!

University of Auckland FASD Symposium 5th September

To raise FASD Awareness, the University of Auckland School of Population Health has teamed up with Alcohol Healthwatch and the FASD sector to host a one day symposium on Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder on Friday 5th September .  Our International Guest speaker is Associate Professor Jocelynn Cook, Executive Director of the Canadian FASD Research Network [ www.canfasd.ca/ ]  . Jocelyn will be joined by a range of New Zealanders involved with improving the lives of children affected by FASD. These include Children’s Commissioner Russel Wills, Auckland District & Youth Court Judge Tony FitzGerald and Neuropsychologist Dr Valerie McGinn among other speakers and panelists.  No FASD discussion is complete without a family’s viewpoint and we are pleased that Claire Gyde, Chair of FASD-CAN will present.  As space is limited, an early expression of interest will secure a place: Details to christine@ahw.org.nz.  
Notable Quote:

“Courts require evidence of an impairment if they're to take it into account in sentencing. Serious injustice is done where there is no assessment and diagnosis of the young person and the adult." Judge Katherine Crawford, Children’s Court Magistrate in Perth Western Australia, speaking to the press about FASD. http://www.abc.net.au/local/audio/2014/06/24/4032063.htm?site=perth 

************************************

Christine Rogan

Health Promotion Advisor and FASD Project Coordinator
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