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           Fetal Alcohol Network New Zealand

Happy 2010 everyone. I certainly hope you got to enjoy a great summer break and the weather cooperated with your plans!  

Whatever happened to slow Januarys? A relic of a bygone ‘pre-internet’ era perhaps!  

Making time to rationalize some filing, I rediscovered some interesting papers, one being an excellent report on parenting children with FASD from the Victoria Order of Nurses (VON) in BC Canada in 2006 that I thought was worth sharing again http://www.von.ca/FASD/index.html  This qualitative research provides some insightful information about family life when FASD is a factor, and includes excellent feedback on experiences with the issue of gaining a diagnosis. 

That resource links with a new study from USA Nurses which is reported below. Other timely issues relating to FASD in 2010 are:  

1. Alcohol Healthwatch is pleased to announce that Forensic Psychologist Dr Natalie Novick Brown is returning to New Zealand to deliver a free seminar in Auckland on FASD and Justice on 31st March 2010. This will replace the seminar last December which had to be cancelled at the last minute due to unforeseen circumstances. If you are interested in attending please put that date in your diary and watch out for registration details shortly. Alternatively you can register your interest now by contacting christine@ahw.org.nz  

2. New Zealand researcher Jenny Salmon will be presenting her recent findings on the experiences of individuals born with an FASD at the next International conference in Canada in April http://www.interprofessional.ubc.ca/Brochures/AdultswithFASD_Brochure.pdf  with her completed study being available later this year  

3. Alcohol Healthwatch has been working with a group of clinicians investigating a framework for multi-disciplinary FASD diagnosis in New Zealand and a final report is due out shortly. 

4. And last but by no means least, Alcohol Healthwatch is very pleased to advise that the study by Dr Trecia Wouldes of the University of Auckland School of Medicine, “What Primary Healthcare Professionals Know and Do about Alcohol and Other Drugs in Pregnancy”, is now available to be downloaded in PDF from the Alcohol Healthwatch website, www.ahw.org.nz  together with a press release. We are very hopeful that the findings will result in much needed training and resources for health professionals across the board. 

That gives you a taste of some of the exciting opportunities coming our way – with others highlighted below.  2010 will be a very active year for FASD prevention and intervention. Great to have you all on board! 
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***********************************

Alcohol and Violence Conference

Our efforts to reduce violent crime have been ‘barking up the wrong tree’ according to the organisers of the ‘Alcohol Causes Violence’ conference, as so much of these crimes are committed by people drinking heavily or not thinking properly. Hosted by the University of Otago, this Wellington Conference on Tues 23rd March @ Te Papa Wellington, shifts the debate away from punitive policies that largely do not work. Keynote speakers include NZ Police Commissioner Howard Broad, Principal Youth Court Judge Andrew Becroft, Hon Jim Anderton and Professor Doug Sellman among others. To Register or for further information: www.alcoholaction.co.nz or email coordinator@alcoholaction.co.nz  
***********************************

What New Zealander’s told the Law Commission‘s Review

Over 3000 submissions were received and 1000 people attended more than 50 meetings for the review. The messages from communities were consistent and strong.  Sir Geoffrey Palmer’s speech relating to the public feedback, to the Auckland Rotary Club, can be found through the link below:

http://www.lawcom.govt.nz/ProjectPressReleases.aspx?ProjectID=154
Note: The Law Commission is due to report to Parliament in late March/early April.  We are in for a big year ahead as changes are debated and decided so will continue to keep you posted and ready for action!   

***********************************

US Nursing Study highlights FASD caregiver major concerns

A study to determine if use of a standardized classification system could help identify potential nursing sensitive problems for caregivers of children with fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD). Forty-eight caregivers of children with FASD expressed a total of 53 signs and symptoms. The majority was in the problem areas: communication with community resources, caretaking/parenting, mental health, and income. Using a nursing classification system, investigators were able to identify nursing sensitive signs/symptoms & problems.  

Problems Expressed by Caregivers of Children With Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (p 181-188) International Journal of Nursing Terminologies and Classifications
Volume 20 Issue 4, (Oct 2009)  http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/122659899/abstract 
**************************************

Russia 

State Will Require Labels on Alcohol (18/12/2009)

Labels on beer, wine and liquor will soon warn potential buyers in large print about the dangers of imbibing as part of President Dmitry Medvedev’s drive for healthier lifestyles.  Officials will also weigh the pros and cons of creating a state-run monopoly on the $52 billion market including more sophisticated excise stamps on bottles and ban retail sales in certain locations. The State Duma voted to raise the duties after Medvedev lashed out at the “colossal” alcohol consumption rates earlier this year.  

Government agencies must assemble a set of standards for alcoholic beverages. Under the standards, warnings about alcohol’s harmful effects must take up 20 percent of the size of the label, Interfax reported. Currently, hard liquor labels say in fine print that, “Alcohol is not for children and teenagers up to age 18, pregnant and nursing women, or for those with diseases of the central nervous system, kidneys, liver and other digestive organs.” Beer bottles currently carry no health warning. 

A market expert dismissed the possibility that larger warnings on alcohol labels could affect the industry’s sales. 
“People buy alcohol and tobacco to enjoy it, regardless of the drawings on them,” said Vadim Drobiz, director of the Center for Research of Federal and Regional Alcohol Markets. “Let it be 30 percent — it won’t scare anyone away.”
http://www.themoscowtimes.com/business/article/state-will-require-labels-on-alcohol/396368.html
The Moscow Times
Business

****************************************

Australian Senator Praises BC Response to FASD (17/12/09)

Phil Melnychuk - Maple Ridge News
Nigel Scullion, who represents Australia’s Northern Territory in the Australian Senate, wants to broaden the knowledge about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder in his country. 

Visiting the Asante Centre for Fetal Alcohol Syndrome in British Columbia Canada to learn about diagnosing, treating and supporting the families of those with FASD, Senator Scullion said, “You’re far in front of where our country is and there are lessons to be learned nationally and at the local level”.  

The Northern Territory of Australia faces similar issues to Canada’s north – isolation, alcoholism and poverty, but Scullion noted that where alcoholism and its related issues used to be prevalent in lower socio-economic sectors, “now it’s in the mainstream community.” 

There’s still a low level of recognition of FASD in his country, he points out that has to be addressed with increased awareness. Spending money on public education, such as putting notices in pubs and washrooms can have an impact and is an investment in youth, Scullion said.   

**********************************

